
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 15 May 2003] 

 p7824a-7824a 
Hon Dee Margetts; Hon Kim Chance 

 [1] 

GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS, AUSTRALIA’S SUPPORT FOR UNITED STATES’ BAN 

956. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
I refer to Australia’s support for the United States’ World Trade Organisation action to overturn the European 
Union’s ban on genetically modified organisms.   

(1) Did the federal Minister for Trade, Mark Vaile, consult the Western Australian Government before 
supporting the United States’ action against the EU?   

(2) If not, what is the State Government’s position on the matter?   

(3) Does the minister believe that Australian support for this legal action will threaten the ability of 
Australian States to call moratoriums on the commercial release of genetically engineered crops?   

(4) If not, why not?  

(5) Given the strong and growing consumer preference for non-GE crops, would lobbying the EU to drop 
its restrictions not put the strong competitive advantage that Australian growers currently have at risk?   

(6) Does the minister agree that Australian support for this legal action poses a real threat to Australia’s 
existing GE labelling laws, one of the major US demands in the proposed Australia-US free trade 
agreement?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) I am unaware of any consultation with the Western Australian Government on this matter.   

(2) The World Trade Organisation’s challenge brought by the US and others is about the failure of the EU 
to conduct scientifically based risk assessments of GMOs.  The WA Government prefers that its trading 
partners’ import regimes are compliant with the WTO.   

(3) No.   

(4) WA’s Genetically Modified Crops Free Areas Bill 2003 has been reviewed by the Commonwealth’s 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in terms of compliance with Australia’s WTO obligations and 
no problems have been identified.   

(5) I do not believe our exports to the EU would be at serious risk while GM food crops are not cultivated 
commercially here or elsewhere in Australia.  As the member is aware, Western Australia and most 
other jurisdictions are taking action to prevent GM canola being introduced at this stage because of the 
marketing risk.   

(6) The Government will maintain its support for the labelling of GE foods and would strongly object if the 
existing GE labelling laws faced real threat.  Labelling laws are not under challenge or in the scope of 
the dispute with the EU, so our GE labelling laws should not be threatened.   

 


